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PRESS RELEASE

15.09.2009
London Bridge based businesses and residents join forces to win prestigious award in this year’s London in Bloom competition

The London Bridge area has been voted one of the best Urban Communities in the capital for gardening, horticulture and sustainability.  Businesses and residents within the London Bridge Business Improvement District demonstrated their green fingered abilities and pride in the local urban landscape to achieve the highly sought after ‘Silver Gilt’ standard at the London in Bloom 2009 awards.
The award is a fantastic testimony to what the community can achieve by working together. Small businesses such as the Shipwright Arms on Tooley Street impressed the judges with their flowering blooms, while the private estates at More London and London Bridge City showed how carefully selected plants and trees could complement modern office buildings in their impressive riverside setting.

The judges made particular note of the variety of flowers and grasses in Potters Fields Park as well as the extremely productive vegetable garden.  They also commended the colourful planting and hanging baskets that brighten up older parts of the area, much of which was introduced as part of Team London Bridge’s commitment to improving the public realm locally. 
Potters Fields Park also independently won third place in the discretionary ‘Public Parks & Open Space’ award.  In London only Richmond, Islington, Kensington and The City received the Gold Award.
Having coordinated the entry and received the award on Friday 11th September, Team London Bridge’s Environmental Manager Shane Clarke, said, ‘I’d like to extend a big thank you to Norton Rose, More London, London Bridge City, the Shipwright Arms, and the Southwark Council Environment and Parks teams. Our horticultural contractors CJS Plants, landscape architects Cracknell, the Home Office, Fair Street Housing and Potters Fields Park Management Trust also deserve congratulations for helping achieve this high standard. Huge thanks to all of these organisations for guiding the judges on the day and most importantly for the ongoing green fingered work in making London Bridge a greener and more environmentally friendly community.’  
The London in Bloom judges were glowing in their assessment of the area, saying ‘The area benefits greatly from the energy, enthusiasm and competence of the teams who manage it. The crucial relationships with designers, contractors and staff at all levels were obviously of the highest order, and we were pleased to meet with many of them on our tour. Very good use is made of the funds available.  The riverfront is of national significance and is used to maximum effect for residents, day-time office workers, and tourists; however, the areas away from this are not neglected and plans are in progress to greatly enhance the older parts and join them together.

Team London Bridge plan to enter the area in the competition again next year. They will be hoping to increase links to local housing associations to encourage balcony planting and gardening clubs, and are also seeking to improve biodiversity though schemes such as bird and bat boxes, and butterfly-friendly projects.
By the time the 2010 competition takes place, Team London Bridge’s ‘Pocket Plazas’ in Melior Street, Shipwright Yard and Snowsfields will be well established, providing three new public spaces to impress the judges. The inventive new Community Garden in Melior Street will be of particular interest with its links to St Mungos ‘Putting Down Roots’ programme and the nearby Manna Centre.   

Winning this award marks a remarkable transformation for the London Bridge area, from what was once considered an extremely industrial urban landscape to what is now a welcoming, attractive, mixed use community. 
London in Bloom promotes, supports and encourages gardening, horticulture and environmental sustainability across the 31 boroughs and two cities of Greater London.  This engagement with neighbourhoods, towns, boroughs and cities helps to promote to the wider community the benefits of gardening as a healthy and beneficial pastime for people of all ages and experience.

For more details about this story please contact Shane Clarke on 020 7407 4701 or email shane@teamlondonbridge.co.uk.    Alternatively visit www.londoninbloom.com for more information about the competition. 
ENDS
EDITOR’S NOTES
1) Team London Bridge’s vision is: ‘to make London Bridge a world-class business district and visitor destination that is better managed, cared for and connected’.

2) Team London Bridge (formerly the London Bridge Business Improvement District Company) was created in 2005 after rate-paying local businesses voted to create a Business Improvement District (BID) and pay into a community fund.  A vote in 2010 will decide if local businesses want Team London Bridge to carry on for a second five year term.

3) There are currently approx 270 levy paying businesses in the Team London Bridge area and 325 heriditements. An estimated 27,000 people are employed in these businesses.

4) Team London Bridge delivers projects and services under five key headings: Security & Safety; Visit Us (area promotion); Environmental; Building Bridges and Advocacy & Networking.
5) Team London Bridge is a legacy organisation of the Pool of London Partnership.

For further information Team London Bridge contact:
Donald Campbell, Marketing Manager – Team London Bridge

Tel: 020 7407 4701  

Email: donald@teamlondonbridge.co.uk 

Web: www.teamlondonbridge.co.uk and www.discoverlondonbridge.com
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