London calling

ot so long ago the area between around
London Bridge on the south of the
Thames was best known for the ghouls
at the London Dungeon, but these days it boasts
a reputation as a business and tourism hotbed
following many years of regeneration. Not only will
you find global businesses such as PwC and Ernst
& Young in residence by the river, but also visitor
attractions as famous as HMS Belfast and the
Design Museum.

Many films and TV shows are shot around the
area — Spooks and the Bill are regulars — while
Potters Fields Park beside Tower Bridge offers the
perfect spot for a photo opportunity, as proved
by Aer Lingus in this recent shoot to promote the
launch of their new Gatwick routes.

An already burgeoning number of pubs, bars and
restaurants grows monthly, bucking trends seen
elsewhere in the capital, while the UK’s premier
children’s theatre — the Unicorn — opened its state-
of-the-art home in 2006 just five minutes from

Un_expected inclement weather for the Aer Lingus route launch beside London London bridge station.

Bridge. When completed in 2012, The Shard London,
Bridge will be the tallest building in Europe at 1017ft and will add, amongst other things, a huge array of shops and a swanky Mandarin
Oriental hotel to the area’s portfolio. In the meantime local businesses have adopted a Business Improvement District (BID) model to

look after their interests locally, setting up “Team London Bridge’ to make the area a better place to work, live and visit. And evidently this
approach is working as this small corner of central London is now considered one of the premier places to visit and do business in the capital.

Info on Team London Bridge: www.teamlondonbridge.co.uk. Info on the London Bridge area: wwuw.discoverlondonbridge.com.

usic for the masses

or many years the Studio Symphony

Oirchestra has been a recognised leader

in amateur music making in Northern
Ireland. It provides the opportunity for
musicians from all walks of life to perform
orchestral music at a very high standard, and
regularly gives talented young local musicians
the opportunity to play concertos with a
full size symphony orchestra. This provides
invaluable experience for musicians at the
start of their career, when such opportunities

are very limited. The orchestra, which is

a limited company with charitable status,

often performs large-scale works which

would be prohibitively expensive to perform

professionally, but which deserve to be

heard live. Such works often provide playing

opportunities for many extra musicians, increasing both participation and audience interest.

The orchestra is professionally directed by members of the Ulster Orchestra, and is a natural successor for young musicians leaving
the various local youth orchestras, who otherwise have very limited opportunities to continue playing. It offers an attractive range of
benefits for sponsors, including client hospitality, allowing partners to reach a substantial target audience through concerts and marketing
materials. Anyone interested in exploring the benefits of sponsorship is welcome to contact orchestra chairman, Alan Greenlee, at
alan@studiosymphony.org.uk Website: www.studiosymphony.org.uk
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